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(4) The event must be of the type for 
which participation is considered ap-
propriate. 

(5) It must not be in any direct or im-
plied competition with a commercial 
source. 

(6) There must be no potential danger 
to persons or private property that 
could result in a claim against the gov-
ernment. Safety requirements will be 
observed. 

(b) Use of open mess facilities will be 
permitted only under one of the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(1) Incident to the holding of a pro-
fessional or technical seminar at the 
command. 

(2) Incident to an official visit to the 
command by a civic group. 

(3) Navy League Council luncheon or 
dinner meetings (not to exceed one per 
quarter per group). 

(4) Incident to group visits by the 
Boy Scouts of America, Boys Clubs of 
America, the Navy League Sea Cadets 
(by virtue of their federal charters), 
Girl Scouts and the Navy League Ship-
mates, and a few representative adult 
leaders. 

(c) Use of the official Navy flag will 
be in accordance with SECNAVINST 
10520.2C and of official emblem in ac-
cordance with OPNAVINST 5030.11B. 

(d) Requests not meeting the criteria 
cited here, but which are considered by 
the officer in command to have merit, 
may be referred to the Chief of Infor-
mation. 

[41 FR 29101, July 15, 1976, as amended at 44 
FR 6391, Feb. 1, 1979] 

§ 705.21 Requests for Navy participa-
tion. 

(a) Decisions will be made on a case- 
by-case basis. Events which are inap-
propriate for one type of participation 
may be entirely appropriate for an-
other type of participation. A positive 
and flexible approach should be em-
ployed. 

(b) Requests by civilian organizations 
for Navy participation in programs or 
events they sponsor should be ad-
dressed to the nearest naval installa-
tion and should be evaluated and au-
thorized at that level if possible. Re-
quest exceeding local resoures, or re-
quiring authorization from higher au-

thority, should be forwarded through 
appropriate channels. 

(c) Requests for Armed Forces par-
ticipation in public events are to be 
submitted on official request forms 
(§§ 705.33, 705.34 and 705.36) by the spon-
sors of events occurring outside a com-
mand’s area of direct knowledge and 
local capability, or involving a type or 
level of participation unavailable lo-
cally, or requiring approval of higher 
authority. 

(d) Fact sheets expounding upon nor-
mally requested assets are enclosed in 
§§ 705.33, 705.34 and 705.36 and may be re-
produced and distributed locally. 

(e) The official request form is to be 
used on all requests referred to the 
Chief of Information and to the Office 
of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Pub-
lic Affairs). 

§ 705.22 Relations with community 
groups. 

(a) Naval commands will cooperate 
with and assist community groups 
within their capabilities, to the event 
authorized by current instructions, and 
will participate in their activitis to the 
extent feasible. 

(b) Navy commands will encourage 
membership of personnel in commu-
nity organizations. 

(c) Officers in command will withhold 
approval of requests from community 
groups, organizations or individuals 
whose purposes are unclear, pending 
advice from the Chief of Information. 

(d) Commands may make facilities, 
less housing and messing, available to 
community groups, at no expense to 
the government, when it is in the best 
interest of the Navy to do so. Mess fa-
cilities may not be used for meetings of 
civic groups or other asociations unless 
all the members of the group concerned 
are authorized participants of the mess 
as prescribed in NAVPERS 15951, ex-
cept as provided below: 

(1) Requests to make open mess fa-
cilities available to professional or 
technical seminars or civic groups 
meeting in connection with an official 
visit to the activity may be submitted 
to the officer in charge of the mess, or 
other appropriate authority. Such re-
quests may be approved when it is 
shown that the inspection of the activ-
ity or the holding of a professional 
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